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GOODBYES AND HELLOS

Hello! Regular readers will already know that our last issue

included Mary Fitch’s “Happy Trails” farewell. As we've said
many times in many contexts, Mary left some big shoes to fill.
The good news is that by the time you read this, those shoes
are being filled by our new executive director, Kim Bender.

Kim stood out among a strong field of talented applicants, and
I'm confident the Chapter’s future is bright. I expect you'll be

reading a formal welcome from her in our next issue.

Writing in the dead of winter for a publication that won't
arrive until spring is an interesting exercise. This issue has clear parallels with
my work as a residential architect: we spend months—or years—designing,
documenting, and building homes that welcome their occupants long after pen
is first put to paper. There are also echoes of gardening, my personal passion,
where seasons pass between planting a seed and enjoying the flowers or
vegetables that emerge. Whether we're growing vegetables or building houses,
success requires faith in the future and the patience to accept that change and
growth don’t happen overnight.

WELCOME

Looking ahead to 2026—a year already marked by change in so many
ways—I'm excited to see our Board of Directors focus on increasing meaningful
engagement. Our goal is to give members tools to strengthen themselves, their
practices, their clients, and their communities. By the time this is printed, I hope
you've attended an event, made a new connection, or learned something new
since January. [ also hope you’ve had the chance to meet both me and our new
executive director, and that you share our excitement for what’s ahead.

If you haven't yet, consider signing up for an Architecture Month event—I
hope to see you there. Please come say hello! One of my favorite parts of serving
on the board has been meeting so many interesting, passionate people, and I'd
love to add you to that list.

Ellen Hatton, AIA, NCARB
2026 AIAIDC President

CONTRIBUTORS

Steven K. Dickens, AIA, LEED AP (“Free
Spirit” and “Green Crystal”), is senior as-
sociate with Eric Colbert & Associates and
a regular contributor to ARCHITECTUREDC.

Denise Liebowitz (“New Recipe” and
“Right Up Your Alley”), formerly with the
National Capital Planning Commission, is
a regular contributor to ARCHITECTUREDC.

G. Martin Moeller, Jr., Assoc. AIA (“Re-
imagine That!” and “Fitting Infill”), is an
independent curator, writer, and educator.
He is the editor of ARCHITECTUREDC.

Ronald O’Rourke (“Light Box” and “High
Up—But Within Reach”) is a regular con-
tributor to ARCHITECTUREDC. His father,
Jack O'Rourke, was an architect in San
Francisco for more than four decades.
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Poised Pergola

by G. Martin Moeller, Jr., Assoc. AlA

The clients for a house that BarnesVanze Architects (BVA) had
designed some 20 years ago recently asked the firm to renovate
their kitchen and family wing. The scope of work included a
new rattan-covered pergola adjacent to a freshly enclosed porch
that now serves as an informal dining room. The design of the
original house was inspired by traditional northern French and
Belgian architecture, and, according to BVA principal Anthony
S. Barnes, FAIA, LEED AP, “This style of light-weight metal
pergola is very typical of many regions in France.”

The pergola is made of hot-dipped, galvanized, shop-
painted steel, finished in the field to match the house’s bronze
exterior doors. Each of the primary transverse structural
elements consists of two arches of differing radii, creating a
rigid connection that resists moment (torque) forces where these
elements meet the columns. In the longitudinal direction, the
structure is composed of arches beneath horizontal bars that
correspond to the straight lintels over the house’s windows.

The lightness of the pergola contrasts with the solidity
of the house itself. Connecting the two structures did pose
challenges, however. “Bolting [the pergola] against the original
structure through the stucco in a waterproof and structurally
sound manner required some careful planning,” said Barnes,
“and matching the stucco color 20 years on was a trick.”
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In conjunction with the enclosure of the original porch and
the addition of the pergola, the architects converted what had
been an exterior doorway beside the breakfast room into an
outdoor bar with a stone counter and bi-fold bronze windows
above, allowing easy access from the kitchen.®

Project: Pergola, Potomac, MD

Architect: BarnesVanze Architects

Interior Designer: Solis Betancourt & Sherrill Interiors
Landscape Architect: DCA Landscape Architects
Structural Engineer: Cobb Architectural Engineers PLLC
General Contractor: Pyramid Builders
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