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Dixon helped select materials like the pecky cypress beams in the sunroom. 
“Cypress grows in the water,” he adds by way of explanation. The distinctive 
color and texture contrast in the cypress is caused by a fungus that produces 
‘pocket rot’ in the living trees. The resulting visual texture is stunning, and just 
what this room needed, notes Dixon. 
	
Historically and currently, kitchens are the hub of activity in a household. 
“This kitchen is large but not huge. The island seating adds ‘glass-of-wine’ 
company opportunities while keeping them out of the way of the chef who has 
a direct line of sight to the water at all times,” says Barnes. 

The main focus of the master bath design was beauty and a spa-like feeling, 
with soothing colors and a focus toward the water. “The symmetry, materials, 
and tub framed by the water view achieve these goals, and a subtle but quietly-
ornate marble tile was used throughout for its understated luxury,” says Barnes.

“The architect and decorator helped us bring in elements of the outside by 
using wood milled on site from 90-year-old pine trees that were faux-finished 
and used in paneling in several rooms. Pecky cypress was faux-finished to blend 
with the trees outside the family room,” Pam says. “Although we lost wall space 
with all the windows, we are still able to display items that have special meaning 
or reflect where we have been fortunate to have lived and traveled.”

	 “There were black 
cherry trees, some 

beautifully distorted 
by the wind, all over 

the lot, so some we left, 
attempting a native, wild 
feel on the waterfront.”

						    
		  Ann P. Stokes

The visual texture of pecky cypress on the ceiling 
and beams, and the clerestory windows near the 
roofline help the sunroom seem less cavernous. 

The loggia on the main floor and 
the balcony porch on the second 

floor offer outdoor access from 
most rooms in the home.
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Not surprisingly, the landscape plan reflects the style of the house 
and pays homage to its setting. “There were black cherry trees, some 
beautifully distorted by the wind, all over the lot, so some we left 
attempting a native, wild feel on the waterfront,” says Ann Stokes of 
Landscape Architects. “But [the landscape] gets tighter toward the 
house and looser away from it,” she adds. 

The walled cutting garden draws on historical patterns common to 
the Eastern Shore. “Some of the plantings are native to this area, 
others are not, and the wall keeps out the deer. We tried for a simple 
and elegant yard that respects the tidewater landscape,” she adds.

According to Pam, the process had the best possible outcome. 
“It all led to two professionals who worked their magic shaping a 
notebook of ideas into reality as a home.”
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Iconic architectural details emerge everywhere: in 
the brickwork of the walled garden on the front of 
the house (above) and the architectural details on 
the waterside of one wing of the house.


