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kN . CASE STUDY

. IEEIOUSEpays close attention
to its rural surroundings and agrarian heritage.

By Shelley D. Hutchins /Jf Photographs by Allen Russ/Hoachlander Davis Photography
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tephen J. Vanze, principal of
Washington, D.C.-based
Barnes Vanze Architects,
carefully considers the built
and natural surroundings
when starting a project. For
this new house in rural Vir-
ginia, he looked to nearby agrarian struc-
tures and the bucolic hillside site for
architectural inspiration. “We always try to
politely blend the design with what’s around
the house,” he says, “but in a way that fits a
more modern life.”

The large custom home perched above the
Shenandoah Valley mimics building forms
inherent to the region, while its casual open
interiors fulfill the clients’ program require-
ments. The recently retired couple wanted
to start a vineyard, indulge in their love of
cooking, accommodate frequent visits from
nearby grandchildren, and enjoy the site’s
panorama of the Blue Ridge Mountains. The
updated contextual design also respects the
firm's mandates. “We tried to make it look
like a farm compound to break down the
size,” Vanze explains. “We also didn't want to
have the building overwhelm the site by be-
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ing on the top of the ridge, but we still took
full advantage of the vast views.”

Restricting the palette to local materials,
the design team developed a modest exte-
rior scheme, “The house sits on a stone base
echoing numerous rock walls in the area,”
Vanze says. “Then we just kept repeating
the mantra of white farmhouse with a black
roof and simple massing.” Those clean
rooflines reinforce the open floor plan,
which is organized into three volumes cen-
tered on a spacious entry court. The main
house includes living areas, guest rooms,
and a generous kitchen. A glass breezeway
connects that central section to the master
suite while a covered, open-air walkway
leads to the garage and recreation room,
which are disguised as a classic red barn.

The house’s orientation and long ap-
proach keep the stunning scenery out of
sight until guests step into the foyer. Vanze
wanted to re-create that “wow"” moment he
experienced on his first visit when he turned
around to see the valley unfold below. “The
outdoor vista becomes a wall of the house,”
he says, “and it’s as glassy as we could make
it and still keep within the vernacular.” B

PROJECT CREDITS

ARCHITECT Stephen J. Vanze, Barnes
Vanze .ﬁﬁhitects,_'n"i'gal'uingtnn, D.C.

PROJECT ARCHITECT Ellen Hatton,
Barnes Vanze Architects, Washington

BUILDER Miller & Blackwell
Construction, Warrag;:iq: Va.

SIZE 7,985 squara feet
LOT SIZE 23 acres

Five Ways to
Balance
Traditional with
Modern

Architect Stephen J. Vanze
shares his insights on how
to combine a traditional
farmhouse look with clean
contemporary interiors.

e Take inspiration from nearby
buildings

e Break up the roof massing
and exterior volumes, but
make living areas open and
connected.

e Create distinct outdoor rooms
as transitional spaces
linking contemporary interiors
with traditional exteriors.

» Include as much glazing as
possible, but keep within the
vernacular.

¢ Design simple, contextual
elevations with subtly
exaggerated proportions and
minimalist detailing.
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