
 Making  
   Lakeside 
Memories 

Porthole views add cozy charm to this  
New Hampshire vacation home. 

W R I T T E N  B Y  D A N A  M A U E R
A R C H I T E C T U R A L  D E S I G N  B Y  B A R N E S VA N Z E  A R C H I T E C T S

I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N  B Y  T I F FA N Y  H A R R I S  D E S I G N S
P H OTO G R A P H Y  B Y  G R E G  P R E M R U
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When you have the opportunity to 
build a new home, an overwhelming number of signifi-
cant choices open up. Choosing an architect or designer 
who understands your goals can take the mundane 
choices off your hands and free you up to focus on the 
fun details. 

“The goal of this new construction property was to 
build a cozy and welcoming lakehouse, both on the 
inside and out, to create lasting memories,” says Michael 
Patrick, principal at BarnesVanze Architects. Completed 
in 2021 on the coastline at Lake Winnipesaukee, New 
Hampshire, this vacation home has no shortage of pic-
turesque views. 

ALL ABOUT THE VIEWS
Through the trees, BarnesVanze sited the house at the 

perfect point along a sloping hillside with a beautiful 
deck overlooking the lake. Rotating the footprint for the 
best views, the architects also kept in mind the house 
must have a good relationship to a future structure. “We 
chose a site that was up the hill enough for great views 
and safely back from the 100-foot distance required for 
no disturbance to trees and vegetation,” Michael explains.  

|ABOVE| GOING OVERBOARD. The Fourth of July is a big 
celebration on the lake for this patriotic family so they chose 
oversized flags to be seen from the lake above. 

|BELOW| FRAME IT. A framed vintage swimsuit and re-
claimed brick set the scene for plenty of movement in and 
out of the house.

LET’S PLAY. Local stone 
was sourced for the cozy, 
classic lake-style fire-
place. The TV is hidden 
above behind cabinetry 
to encourage games and 
outdoor play.
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“We found a place where the existing trees in that zone 
framed beautiful views of the lake from the deck, while 
the trees would also provide privacy and screen the 
house from views from the lake,” Michael says. This gave 
them the opportunity to build a treehouse for the kids 
and a home that fit naturally into the land.

LIGHT AND AIRY. Keeping the kitchen light, a tile 
backsplash from Tabarka and Blue Island Pendants 
from Ballard Designs brighten the room without dis-
tracting from the views. The kitchen drapery fabric is 
from Carleton V. and kitchen counter stools are from 
Ballard Designs.
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|ABOVE| BREATH OF FRESH AIR. Inside, the rooms match the views with soothing greens and blues reflected in 
a vintage mirror. The queen bed is from Serena and Lily with custom pillows and drapery fabric from Schumacher. 
The bedding is by Pine Cone Hill and the ceiling light is from Visual Comfort.

KID-FRIENDLY. Tucked under the bathroom cabinet is a step stool for kids. Details like the 
Tabarka tile in the laundry and durable fabrics let everyone focus more on the fun of being 
at the lake. The wall sconces are by Visual Comfort with custom shades.

Build funBuild fun  into every 	
		  square foot.
When awkward or unused spaces show up, add in some 

unexpected functionality. Inside this vacation home, the space 

at the top of the stairs was closed to create a play area with a 

vintage window and flag. As is often the case, great ideas come 

from a combination of necessity and inspiration. “The stair up 

from the outdoor showers and entry/mudroom into the main 

level great room required several inches of head height that we 

didn’t have to spare,” Michael explains. “We decided on raising 

the floor over the stair, under the gambrel roof line at the side, 

and tucking a little space there, perfect for kids.” 

Consider these tips from the design team for your odd-space 

solutions: 

•	 “Old mechanical spaces under roofs and in corners are some-

times ideal to be repurposed into cozy nooks for kids’ bunk 

rooms or sitting areas,” Michael says. “We’re always looking 

for ways to use every square foot of a house that we can,”  

he explains.

•	 “Our biggest tip is to add windows wherever possible in 

small and awkward spaces. It’s a quick way to completely 

change a space and make it feel bigger without changing the 

structure,” Tiffany says.

•	 Turn an attic into a family hangout. “The attic was initially 

difficult to work with but by adding fun storage in the low 

spaces and working with what you have, something that 

was initially unusable or forgotten can really become a 

favorite space,” Tiffany says.
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LAKESIDE APPROACH
On the exterior, materials in the shingle-style inspiration were select-

ed. This style is very flexible and allows variations of certain vernacular 
or humble materials to significant effect. “In this case, we wanted the 
upper volume of the house to read differently from the lower, to break 
down the scale and make it more approachable, so we used shingles 
above and siding below with its quieter, longer lines,” Michael says. 
“Under the back deck, we had fun with braces, brackets and trellises 
to avoid a dark and cavernous space under the structure and give it 
a sense of lightness and delight,” he explains. They wanted the raised 
deck to appear grounded as an attractive garden element, so trellis 
details were added and made the home look much more beautiful and 
well-integrated from the lake. 

VACATION CENTRAL
“Although it may not be obvious (we hope it isn’t!) 

lakeside homes present a particular challenge of having 
two fronts: one as you arrive by road and the other as 
seen and approached from the lake,” Michael says. “In an 
efficient vacation-home plan and for clarity of circula-
tion, it’s sometimes good to avoid two front doors and 
entry halls,” he says. BarnesVanze solved this issue by 
creating a side-door entry with a lovingly fashioned 
bracketed roof to attract the eye to the entry from both 
approaches. On the inside, the homeowners wanted a 
family centric space, so the living room and kitchen were 
situated in the middle of the home, with two identical 
wings on either side. The two wings have pocket doors 
so they can easily become mini suites to host multiple 
families at one time.

COTTAGE CHARM. From the personal touches like the vintage chair above to 
the nightstands from Frontgate, each room encourages relaxation. Bedding 
from Serena and Lily and custom drapery fabric from Schumacher complete 
the soothing look.

|BELOW| VINTAGE UTILITY. Cleanup is a breeze with a 
central wash basin in the laundry room. The sliding barn 
door and carefully placed windows allow as much natural 
light into the center of the house as possible.
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CHARMING DURABILITY
The homeowners love color, pattern and coastal traditions, which 

are reflected in the home’s interior by Tiffany Harris Designs, based 
in Los Angeles. Bringing the outdoors in, lake-inspired colors such 
as greens and blues were selected. “To give the space a vintage 
feel, brick was used in the mudroom and handmade tile from 
Tabarka Studio was used in the laundry room and as the kitchen 
backsplash,” Tiffany says. 

Durability was also important since the homeowners have three 
young children. “Indoor/outdoor fabrics were used throughout 
as the homeowners wanted the house to be bulletproof so the 
kids could be free to be kids,” Tiffany explains. The bedrooms were 
designed and themed around the family’s love for camping under 
the stars. “In lakeside properties, we’re often inspired by boats 
and marine culture, and the porthole was a great way to provide a 
charming structural connection,” Michael says.

The boathouse even got a face-lift, and the upper level is now 
a game room with vintage lights and custom-matched builtins. 
In the future, the homeowners plan to build a main home on the 
site so their vacation home can then become the guest house for 
friends joining them at the lake.  

THE BOATHOUSE. Adding vintage boat lights and chairs from a family residence created a cozy spot in the top of the boat-
house to play games or hang out. Furnished with a sectional from Pottery Barn and a mini-fridge, it has all the comforts 
needed outside of the main home.

COME ASHORE. Decorated with a custom “Evergreen” sign and attractive balcony, the boathouse greets guests from the lake. 
Outdoor dining chairs from Frontgate and outdoor sofas from Ballard Designs make for a perfect gathering area.

74	    cottages & bungalows | cottagesandbungalowsmag.com august | september 2024    75


