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A design team elevates a mundane 1980s
home to new levels of function and form

BY JULIE SANDERS | PHOTOGRAPHY BY GORDON BEALL




estled into a picturesque corner of
Georgetown, one of DC's few gated
communities sprawls over 42 hilly
acres of grounds dotted withred brick
homes. The neighborhood boasts an
appealing combination of location and
amenities—but with these pluses come
certain restrictions. For example, expand-
ing the footprint of any house is forbidden.
S50 when a couple was ready to renovate
their home after raising four kids there
over the course of 16 years, they were lim-
ited as to what they could do to gain the
space and convenience they desired.

The owners turned to a design team
they already knew well: architect Anthony
Barnes and interior designer Jodi Macklin,
Both had remodeled the couple’s house
in Rehoboth Beach, The wite, who calls
them “the dream team,” says, “There was
no question about who we’d work with” on
the DC project.

Today, the front door opens to a cen-
tral foyer flanked by the dining and living
rooms. Straight back, the family room
leads out to an inviting, pergola-covered
backyard patio. But the layout wasn't al-
ways so seamless. In its previous itera-
tion, the family room felt cavernous, while
the adjacent kitchen was accessible only
through a narrow doorway. Between the
kitchen and dining room, a cluttered ser-
vice area was both unappealing and useless;
it accessed the basement stairs, swallowing
available wall space and interrupting the
How between rooms,

For the wife—an avid cook and enter-
tainer who reaches a cooking class in her
home —maximizing the kitchen’s space
and functionality was the first priority.
Barnes re-oriented the stairwell to open
into the family room, freeing up enough
space to create an attractive home office
and bar between the kitchen and dining

Previous spread: The entry (left) welcomes visitors with an
antiqueighest ani colSFULart By, Agnssdacohs, If) the'dining RENOVATION ARCHITECTURE: ANTHONY BARNES,
room {right), eriginal furnishings have been enlivened by AlA, LEED AP, principal, and MELANIE GIORDANO,
a hide rug from Galleria Carpet and a chandelier by Marian : _ i ki
Jameson. On these pages: Walls painted in Farrow & Ball's proyect arciuiect, B Y arae Arcmtecks,
Brassica and freshly reupholstered furnishings give the Washington, DC. INTERIOR DESIGN: JODI MACKLIN,
living room an update. A plush rug and soft, silk Jodi Macklin Interior Design, Chevy Chase, Maryland.
Colefax & Fowlerdraperies finish the'space. CONTRACTOR: MICHAEL LERNER, Meridian Homes,
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room. "It was a logical change,” the archi-
tect says. "Now the stairs are under the
first-floor stairwell, which is where they

|J{‘|{:-n;__,?. PE:::-pllr: can circulate with ease in a

donut-shaped flow of traffic.”
Opening the kitchen and family room

to cach other was another priority. Barnes

enlarged the doorway between the two
spaces, installing eight-foot-wide, ribbed-

glass pocket doors so that closing the
kitchen off is still an option. To bring
down the scale of the ﬂuniiy room, he add-

ed crossover beams. “There's a relation-

ship berween the stove at one end and the
fireplace at the other that ties the spaces

together,” he points out. The fireplace,

surrounded by figured soapstone, now lies
between cerused oak built-in cabinets.

While the architect and his team were
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doing their job—which included raising
doorway heights and embellishing the
main-floor rooms with crown moldings
and trim—Macklin was creating a fresh,
transitional look for the interiors. “The vi-
sion was an update that would be beautiful
yet inviting, comfortable and livable,” says
the designer, who stained the original oak
Hoors dark for an updated, uniform look.
Though she retained her clients’” existing
furniture in the dining and living rooms,
she was able to impose a clean-lined, mod-

Sp:heri::ai pendants pop in the clean-lined, functional kitchen ' 1 i ern style through new upholstery fabrics,
(pictured here), which may be separated from the family 4 draperies, rugs and wall colors.

room by ribbed-glass pocket doors or left open to the ] : ! bl . : In the family room, a palette of grays pro-
breakfast area. In a corner of the family room (opposite) ' = . . . AIniy Tl : E’:_-[*J""I e
a wood-framed chair from Holly Hunt shares space with ' vides the backdrop for new furniture, in-

a custom built-iﬁ cahinet a“d 5hE|v|ng h}l Earne:—. "I-I"-EIHIE, ':I.“(h"g a "3[‘{.‘T|[]l'liil I}"!.-' lI||,"I-|:_"|'I'_:|.I{:':|-.| tl']:ll l_’Ii"-"j-dtl;

the dining and lmu‘nging areas. A charcoal-
and-white rug from Stark complements the
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q “Every surface was considered and
| 4 every piece of material carefully
chosen.” —ANTHONY BARNES
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soapstone fireplace; walls painted in Farrow  palette with a geometric motif to impart a et : : i, ‘ § b % ?l M

& Ball’s Blackened give the room depth. chic, stylish vibe. In the bedroom, shallow q B = '::::ﬁi::;:u.ﬁ" ' ?-
In the kitchen, custom cabinetry de-  ceiling coffers give the room scale while 5 ‘ i : "'EE" it :'J

signed by Barnes Vanze, Absolute Black  mimicking the grid made by built-in book- L e i f: :

granite countertops and a geometric Thas-  shelves along one wall. A patterned rug and : ';_:1._::'5

sos marble backsplash create a clean, mod-  cube-shaped four-poster bed by Bernhardt

ernvibe. Over the island, spherical pendants  add to the geometry. The vestibule pops L LN

from Bobo Intriguing Objects add drama.
“Things like those light fixtures elevate
this house above its [spec house] origins,”

with wallpaper from Phillip Jeffries and
light fixtures by Nuevo.
The kids’ baths have been given facelifts,

Barnes observes. “Every time you look at the  with colorful glass-tile shower accents and
kitchen it’s fabulous.” For this renovation,  vibrant paint colors. A small airshaft now
he adds, “every surface was considered and  houses an elevator that makes trips to the
every piece of material carefully chosen.”
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lower level easy. S

Upstairs, the team directed their atten-
tion to the master suite, which was poorly
laid out and lacked privacy. Barnes rear-
ranged the spaces, borrowing from the big
bath to enlarge the his-and-her closets and
shifting the location of the bedroom door.
A vestibule provides privacy by separating
the entry to the bedroom from the main
hallway; it leads past the closets to the
spacious master bath—a study in Thassos
marble and custom cabinetry and paneling.

The wife wanted a look that would be
“more sophisticated as the family grew
older,” so Macklin chose a black-and-white
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Because the house was built on a hill,
the owners enter at the basement level
from their garage. Barnes reconfigured the
formerly inconvenient space to include
a mudroom, wine cellar, workout room,
laundry and rec room, The family is very
happy with their new home —and particu-
larly with the people who made it a reality.
“I'll work with them again in a minute,”
says the wife. “Whatever comes next, they
will be my team.” 4

Photograpber Gordon Beall is based in
Bethesda, Maryland.
SEE PAGE 188 FOR RESOURCES,
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ARCHITECT SPOTLIGHT

SPECIAL PROMOTION

BARNES VANZE ARCHITECTS, INC.

1000 Potomac Street, NW, 5uite L-2, Washington, DC 20007 » 202-337-7255  barnesvanze.com

Al

Why hire an architect? An architect
will look at design solutions that may open
up more possibilities than originally envi-
sioned. Major renovations may only happen

BARNES VANZE ARCHITECTS provides flexible and dynamic design. once, so it's important to consider opportuni-

Founders Ankie Barnes and Stephen Vanze and their talented staff produce ties that you might not have known existed.

imaginative solutions tailored to clients’ needs. Embracing high standards of

service and design, they focus on design integrity, proportioning and material What is your first design priority?

selection. Known for its fluency in all architectural styles, the firm seamlessly To do no harm. We first listen carefully to the

includes the latest technologies in its architectural solutions, client and look carefully at their home so that

the eventual design solution strengthens what

Price Range of Finished Projects is already good and eliminates what is detri-
Varies mental in the design of the house.

Year Established 1989

— Explain a recent design dilemma and
Employees in Firm 21

your solution. While adding to a significant
historic structure without compromising the
original architect’s work, we designed a quiet,
compatible addition so that in the end no one
would be able to tell it was not there originally.

Your [avorite project to date and
why? A playhouse inspired by the work of
Mondrian, done pro bono to aid Montgomery
County affordable housing,

Describe a green product you favor
and why. We work to preserve rather replace
historic pieces of a building. Saving and reus-
ing existing buildings is as green as it gets!

Counterclockwise from top, left: A renovation to a Mediterranean home in Kalorama; a new stairway Wl 51“'“}” a h_“mf“-"“"“ﬂ look for
in an updated classic Georgetown row house; a contemporary kitchen renovation in a Washington in an architect? Someone who shares their
home; and an Isle de France town house in DC. values and works collaboratively and stylisti-

cally with an open mind.
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