HOME DESIGN

CLEANLINES

How to hide, control, and get rid of clutter in
your home’s trouble spots—all by design
BY JENNIFER SERGENT

lutter. We all have it, and we all

fight it—some of us more success-

fully than others. That's why a
cottage industry has grown up around it:
The National Association of Professional
Organizers has 4,000 members and grow-
ing, and the Container Store is a nearly
$650-million-dollar-a-year business.

“Nothing looks worse than clutter, and
clutter happens because there's no place
for something,” says architect John Cop-
len of Baltimore’s Alter Urban Design
Collaborative.

But finding that place can be daunting,
especially in areas of the house most likely to
attract mess—out-of-the-way spaces where
it's easy to toss things when you're clearing
out the more trafficked rooms.

We surveyed designers and homeowners
who got it right in these trouble spots, from
bedroom closets and kids’ rooms to the
mudroom and pantry. From everyone we
spoke to, clear themes emerged that can be
applied universally.

REVIEW AND EDIT. “If you understand what
you have, it can really help,” Coplen says. In
otherwords, pull everything out and put back
only what you really need and use.

BE FLEXIBLE. Storage spaces should be de-
signed to evolve with your needs. That means
adjustable shelves and bins that might hold
action figures for a toddler but that can also
accommaodate sweaters or schoolbooks fora
teenager. “I always try to find something that
has adual purpose,” Alexandria homeowner
Lynn Tanger says.

DRGANIZE ARDUND EXISTING HABITS. Don'tcre-
ate some fancy system that your family won't
intuitively use. For example, says architect
Ankie Barnes of Barnes Vanze Architects in
DC, “kids are taught in school to use a cubby
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as a repository for mess and as storage,” so
reinforee that habit with cubbies at home.

MAKE IT PRETTY. Paint the inside of a closeta
vivid color, or put ajaunty cushion onabench
in the mudroom. “It’s psychological,” Arling-
tondesigner Nicole Lanteri says, “You're more
interested in making that space look neat.”

Readon tolearn how these and other experts

| tackled a particular problem space,

"MUDROOM TIPS

Use cubbies or baskets, making
orderly storage as easy as toss-

ing a ball,
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Designate a bin for “sticks” —
hockey sticks, baseball bats, golf
clubs—and balls. It’s a good way
to use a dead corner in a closet.
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Hooks, hooks, and more hooks.
When Mom, Dad, and the kids
are trooping through the door,
who's going to take time to find
a hanger, much less put a coat
on it?

Make sure each member of the
family has his or her own drawer,
basket, or shelf. “Give people
a repository,” architect Ankie
Barnes says, for whatever it is
that would otherwise land on
the kitchen counter.

A designated electrical outlet for
each family member is key. See
that everyone has a place to
recharge electronics.
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tiudroom by
Barmes Vanze
Architects features
a heated floor: Lay
ot wet shoes or
coats and they're

ey bymorning.
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- ATIDY MUDROOM

hen a Bethesda family with
three children hired Barnes
Vanze Architects to build a

house, an effective mudroom was one of
its key components. Calling it the home’s
“nerve center”—it had to store mail,
coats, bookbags, sports equipment, and
cell phones—the owner says, “I wanted a
space that could stay organized.”

Barnes Vanze's Ankie Barnes designed
a mudroom that has something for ev-
eryone, In the center is a small counter
where the owners sort their mail every
day, placing important letters and bills in
slots above and recycling the junk into a
large pullout bin below. Cell phones can
be charged at outlets over the counter.

The kids can sit on the benches to put
on and take off shoes—and throw coats
and bags on the hooks above. (*Kids will
not hang anything on a hanger,” Barnes
says.) The overhead baskets offer immedi-
ate access to seasonal necessities, such as
gloves and scarves, while the off-season
items are stored in the top cabinets.

A bonus is the radiant-heat stone floor:
Lay shoes and snowsuits out on rainy or
snowy days, Barnes says, and by morning
they're dry.

Meanwhile, a coat closet (not shown)
stores the bulk of the coats, and Barnes
installed a laundry chute within it so
dirty socks and muddy jeans could be
shed immediately when children enter
the house.

“We are in the mudroom all the time,”
the owner says. “It’s a really effective,
well-used, well-organized space. [t's a
good balance of closed and open storage.”
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